





[INTRODUCTION

T() CONTEMPORARY DECORATORS,
the Hoorcloth is a fashionable alternative to

area rugs, a way to splash color and design
across a living space. Historians, on the other
hand, are apt to view painted canvas as a poor
man's carpet, used during this country’s early
years as an inexpensive yet practical floor
covering.

Having evolved from a handcraft of the 1700s
to a manufactured product of the 1800s, then
abandoned in favor of linoleum at the turn of
the century, today floorcloths have come full
circle: Once again they're the province of
individual artists, blending the best of their

|l.‘E cy of rl'al‘lsmanship with the des .

materials, and production techniques of
contemporary society.

Most of today’s lloorcloth makers are sell
taught. Some use methods similar to those
emploved in previous centuries, while others
prefer modern materials that offer design
options our predecessors did not enjoy.
Many approaches produce satisfactory
results, though the ease of application and
resulting rug characteristics may vary.

All loorcloths —a word we use interchange-
ably with the term ruge throughout the book —

: made 1{\.' |a‘ ng down
on canvas coats of
primer, paint, and sealer,
one on top of the other.
To be durable and age
well, these layers must
be compatible. For this
reason, in this book we
have designated the use
of contemporary, water-
based products. (We
have, however, ﬁuugllt

to explain the characteris-
tics of these as well as
alternative materials in
order to provide as much
insight as possible into
the painting process.)
Not only are water-based
primers, paints, and
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larger panel. Your full canvas needs to be able

to lie flat on the work surface with enough

nd the canvas to make it

extra space ar
L'(\n\'l_'nil_'l‘! to i‘.'l”‘{.ll'.
A se
tools is also helpful if you're working above

the Aoor.

ate small table or shell for paints and

Adequate ventilation is important, even for a
||l,|||l‘ I‘!.l‘i[.'('l |!I;l'l|.‘ \\'illl -'l('r_\'l‘l‘. i,‘l”"[\.
Choose a space that can be well ventilated; it's
a good idea to keep a fan running to circulate
the air, but don't let it blow directly on your

work. For any tec |111i1||.u' that H)ig]ll create

airborne particles or fumes, such as airbrush-

ing or spray painting, move your work space

d use a

i”l(l Ihl.' {‘i\l.'” a l'Hi]il'illl“'.
With these few preparations in place, you're

ready to begin making your own Hoorcloths.




ON AND OFfF THE FLOOR
OTHER USES

Ir addition to flovreloths, painted canvas translates beau-
tifully inte such unique and practical “linens " as place
mate, table runners, and dresser wearves, To make a mat
or runner, follow the same steps outlined for a rug, but cut
the canvia to it the new application, making sre to alfo
extra lenpth and width to accommodate abrinkage and
bemming.

Painted canvas aloo can be sewn into pillows, chair covers,

alings for director s chairs, beadboards, lamp shades, or
upbolstery. When sealed or protected with a commervial
apray whain inbibitor, canvas b vervatile and wipes clean
with a damp sponge.

OTHER TREATMENTS

Truditionad floorcloths attain their beauty from painted
deaigns. However, canvas alw can be painted, cut into
wlrips and woven, whitcbed and appliguéd to add viowal and

texctural intereat.

Top: Rhonda Kogplan, Double Border Tulip, 5'w 7 (1.5 % 2.1 m], hond-painted katex
Phasagroph: Shefiey haobie

Borom left: Fron Rubinstein; Tazmania, direcior’s chair, 36" Hx 25'W x 18D (91.5
x63.5x 455 cm), hond-painted ocrylics

Phosagraph: B lemke:

Bosom right: Shari Comish, Xs and O, 34° x 38" [B6.5 x 96.5 cm), silkscreenad
fabric pigment on industrial fel
Phesograph: B Miler
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This is particularly advantageous with runners

ami [il]'gl.' rugs, \\'I\t‘I'L‘ t]ipp]ﬂg L‘OL[]LI iHJtI\'L’T'

te

tly lead to folding, which might crease or
crack the rug.

Ship the rolled rug inside another tube or a

box. The outer con r should closely match
the dimensions of the rolled piece in order to
prevent unnecessary movement of the rug.
Boxes from Huorescent light tubes and the cor-

rugated tubes that are used as cement forms

are both handy for shipping smaller rugs.

cloth onto a tube and pack it within a larger

}‘i;‘- ‘.'IIH‘.‘ ‘IIL‘ L‘”‘].‘t .'it'l.'l.“‘l.'ll\'. II"\‘.'
package is likely to be transported on a fork-

lift, so take the time to pack it well.
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